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PUTTING  WEATHEH  REPORTS  TO  WORK.,  ■  l93)  ; 
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A  radio  .talk  ty  Artliijr'  EeMars ,  meteorologist  , .  Weather  Bureau,.._deliv_-_  | 
ered  throiigh  IRC  and  39  other  radio  stations  associated  with  the  Wat iohaT'^'’'''' 
Broadcasting  Company,  Jannary  29  ,  ,.1931  • 


Hello  Polks: 

Today,  I  am  going  to  talk  to  you  about  how  Cold  Wave  and  Prost  Warnings 
are  nut  to  work..  As  these  warnings  are  used  hy  farmers,  fruit  growers,  truck 
raisers,  and  many  others,  you  and  I  are  benefited  by  these  warnings  far  more 
than  one  would  realize.  When  a  great  area  of  high  pressure  and  cold  weather  is 
sweeping  across  the  country,  the  people  in  the  area  likely  to  be  affected  are 
notified  from  24  to  4S  hours  in  advance.  When  this  happens  in  the  spring, 
when  the  orchards  are  in  bloom,,  action  is  taken  irmnediately  to  set  out  orchard 
heaters  in  order  to  protect  the  blooms  from  heavy  frost  and  freezing  tempera- 
t'ures.  Pourteen  million  dollars  worth  of  fruit  was  saved  in  California  in  this 
manner  by  taking  advantage  of  warnings  issued  by  the  Bureau  during  one  cold 
wave.  There  are  over  four  million  of  these  orchard  heaters  in  use  on  the 
Pacific  Coast. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  those  who  enjoy  cranberries  with  their  Tharlcs- 
giving  and  Christmas  dinners  to  know  how  this  crop  is  protected.  In  the  fall 
when  heavy  frost  is  espected,  and  the  berries  likely  to  be  destro^'^ed,  the  cran¬ 
berry  bogs  are  flooded  until  after  the  cold  vreather  has  passed  or  danger  of 
frost  is  over. 

The  farmer  immediately  picks  his  grapes,  beans,  unmatured  corn,  or  other 
crops  likely  to  be  damaged  by  expos'ore  to  low  temperatures  or  frost.  Potato 
digging  is  srspended  and  potatoes  alread;^  dug  are  removed  from  the  field. 

Sugar  cane  is  cut  and  windrowed  upon  receipt  of  advices  of  Cold  Waves 
and  freezing  temperature.  These  advices  are  also  very  helpful  in  the  spring  to 
the  maple  sugar  industry,  as  the  collection  and  boiling  of  sap  are  dependent 
upon  coming  \7eather  conditions. 

Livestock  owners  used  blieso  forecasts  to  protect  cattle  by  bringing  the 
herds  down  from  the  range  when  freezing  temperatures  and  heavy  snows  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  occior .  Sheepmen  use  these  forecasts  at  lambing  and  shearing  time, 
and  in  the  South  the  farmers  kill  their  hogs  d-aring  cold  weather  in  order  that 
the  pork  may  not  spoil. 

Power  Companies  utilizing  stream  flow  to  convert  it  into  power  are  es¬ 
pecially  interested  in  coming  conditions  of  temperature..  Dams  situated  at 
considerable  distances  from  the  plants  are  opened  and  the  water  allowed  to 
flow  into  the  dams  near  the  pov/er  plant,  thus  avoiding  trouble  encountered 
by  the  freezing  of  streams  and  subsequent  slow  rate  of  water  flow. 
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Thousands  of  people  take  advantage  of  these  forecasts  to  protect  their 
homes  in  various  ways.„.  The. water  is  turned  off  from  exposed  uipe  lines,  potted 
plants  and  flowers  are  hrought 'indoors,  ’  and  shruh'bery  covered  with  some' adequate 
heavy  material  to  protect  it '' from '''freezing, ,  and  almost  eyery  homo  owner  in  the,, 
country  uses  the  forecasts  of  cold  waves’ to  rej^late  the"'huying  of  coal.  When 
conditions  are  expected  to  justify  it ,  coalhins  are  replenished  and  much  dis¬ 
comfort  avoided. 


